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Housekeeper* '  Chat 


(NOT  FOR  PUBLICATION) 


Fri, ,  March  16 


MAR 


Subject:     "Furnishing  the  Young  Boy's  Room."     Approved  by  the" Bureau  of  Home 
Economics,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture.    Menu* and  recipe  from 
tne  Bureau  of  Home  Economics. 
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this  pa?agraph:day  1  ^  reading  a  DOok  on  house  finishing,  when  I  came  across 

surrounding  b°y^areJust  as  appreciative  as  little  girls  of  especially  planned 
IZll  f.    g      -  T  thlngS'  th6y  are  o«en  given  the  broken-down  left-overs  from 
every  room  xn  the  house,  with  the  idea  that  anything  is  good  enough  for  them! 

thS  winl    eXpe£dltur!  of  and  money,  a  boy .  s  roor/may  he  rnfde  into  a  place 

that  will  engage  his  interests,  and  influence  his  habits.     Give  him  vigorous 

on  a  stand  will  be  a  permanent  interest." 

ft'iil  whLTV°^the  11Ule-  b0y'S  room'  which  is  getting  more  attention  than  it 
f  r  he"^r  cm"  T^MT^      M  1  helped  a  nei^or  select  stains 

before  we  ?e?t  T;  T  ^  f  any  Pale  pink  Stuff  with  ^eS>»  said  the  boy 
In  choolini  t^t        %         °ne  should  avoid  ruffles,  pastel  colors,  or  half  tones! 

mS,    !    '  °LSateen  in  Str°ng  ValueS  -  Sresn»  *rown,  blue',  or  orange 
Z^Z     ?lease.hlm-   .These  Aerials  can  be  hung  from  a  painted  pole  without  a 
no  TrllL    li^t  ?n56.1S  US6d'.Sf ect  vi^ous  Patterns.    V/hile  there  should  be 
rL^  g  S  fabrics,  or  lxght  woodwork,  for  boys  to  soil  and  mark,  their 

22^  Z  ILT/  lntefestlng>  6Ven  be^tif^:         convenience  and  masculinity 
should  be  kept  foremost  in  mind. 

I  have  here  a  suggested  list  of  furnishings  for  a  boy's  room,  issued  by  Better 
Homes  xn  America.     The  list  is  quite  short.     It  may  be  of  interest  to  those  of  you 
who  are  doing  over  old  rooms,  or  furnishing  new  rooms,  for  young  boys, 

nr  rJ?™!:  fl°°f  ?0verj;nSs-    RuSs •  linoleum,  or  coco  matting.    Brussels,  velvet, 
or  rag  rugs  or  strips  of  coco  matting, 

.     1Beds:     SinSle  Ded'  wood  or  metal.     If  the  room  is  shared  by  two  boys,  use  two 

f^flt      I*'*  \°l  2eta1'  Preferatly  of  the  day-bed  type,  in  dark  wood,  dull 

fxnxsh,  or  dark  paxnted  fxnish. 

Dresser,  High-Boy,  or  Chest  of  Drawers.      In  natural  wood  to  match  the  beds, 
or  dark-paxnted,  straxght-line  chest  with  plenty  of  drawers.    One  chest  for  each 
occupant  of  the  room. 

5fir^r;    ^f  th?  dresser  nas  no  mirror  attached,  a  plain  square  or  oblong  mir- 
ror should  be  hung  low  enough  over  the  chest  for  the  boy's  convenience  . 
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Chairs,  One  or  two  straight  wooden  chairs  to  match  the  dresser,  or  painted 
dark,  such  as  black,  green,  or  "brown,  and  one  comfortable  chair,  such  as  a  dark- 
painted  wicker  or  wooden  armchair. 

Table,     A  low  one  to  match  the  dresser,  or  painted  to  match  chairs. 

Desk.      One  with  a  sturdy,  flat  top,  or  of  craftsman  type,  in  finish  to  match 
the  other  furniture. 

Lamp.    For  desk  or  table,  or  on  a  bracket ,  with  glass  or  stout  paper  shade. 

Bookcase  or  Bookshelves.    For  books,  trophies,   etc.,  of  simple  lines  to  match 
other  furniture,  or  shelves  finished  to  match  woodwork, 

Tie-Rack*      Hung  near  chest  of  drawers. 

Pictures;  One  or  two,  in  dark  wood  frames;  the  subjects  should  be  those  of 
interest  to  boys. 

Few  or  no  decorative  accessories  are  necessary,  as  boys  create  their  own. 


Just  time  enough  now  to  answer  two  questions,  before  I  broadcast  the  menu. 

The  first  question  is  from  a  housekeeper  who  wants  advice  on  curtaining  her 
kitchen  windows. 

If  the  windows  are  small-paned,  and  the  view  is  pleasing,  you  might  omit  cur- 
tains entirely.     However,  a  softer  effect  is  gained  "by  using  side  curtains  —  of 
gingham  glass  toweling,  muslin,  or  some  other  durable,  easily  laundered  material. 
A  brief  ruffle,,  which  does  not  interfere  with  ventilation,  is  all  the  valance  you 
need.     If  you  must  cover  your  windows  with  glass  curtains,  use  a  thinner  material, 
band  it  with  a  bright  color,  and  omit  the  side  curtains,      Kitchen  windows  may 
be  made  one  of  the  beauty  spots  of  the  room,  although  they  are  often  just  the  op- 
posite.   T/indow  sills  full  of  empty  milk  bottles,  balls  of  string,  and  a  convales- 
cent geranium  are  not  attractive,  even  with  pretty  curtains. 

Next  question:     "'That  can  be  done  with  a  small  axminster  or  velvet  rug  which 
wrinkles,  and  curls  up  at  the  edges?" 

Your  small  axminster  or  velvet  rug  wrinkles,  and  curls  up  at  the  edges,  be- 
cause the  sizing  has  worn  off  the  back.    Re-sizing  will  make  the  rug  wear  longer, 
and  look  much  better.     Stretch  the  rug  tight  and  true.     Tack  it,  at  frequent  in- 
tervals, face  down,  on  the  floor,  or  some  other  flat  surface,  where  it  can  remain 
undisturbed.     Then  sprinkle  it,  generously,  with  a  solution  made  by  soaking  and 
dissolving  one-fourth  of  a  pound  of  flake  glue ,  in  a  half  gallon  of  water,  in  a 
double  boiler.     The  rug  should  dry,  for  at  least  24  hours,  after  it  is  sprinkled 
with  this  solution,     If  your  rug  is  light  weight,  be  careful  not  to  put  on  so 
much  glue  that  it  comes  through,  on  the  right  side. 
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Last  question;     "Is  it  necessary  to  unwrap  meat  as  soon  as  it  is  brought 
home  from  market?"    asks  a  listener  from  Missouri. 

It  should  he  unwrapped  immediately.    Wipe  or  scrape  off  any  visible  dirt 
and  place  the  meat  in  a  clean,  dry,  covered  dish  in  the  refrigerator  or  store- 
room.   Don't  wash  the  meat.    Water  draws  the  juices  from  the  meat  and  hastens 
spoilage.    Just  before  cooking,  wipe  the  meat  with  a  damp  cloth. 

The  menu  includes  Scalloped  Kidney  Beans;  Steamed  Brown  Bread;  Raw 
Celery;  and  Pineapple  Custard. 

You'll  like  Scalloped  Kidney  Beans  -  they're  so  easily  prepared.  Five 
ingredients,  for  Scalloped  Kidney  Beans: 


1  pound  kidney  beans 

2  cups  tomato  juice 

1  medium-sized  onion 


2/3  cup  diced  salt  pork,  and 
l/2  teaspoon  salt 


The  five  ingredients  for  Scalloped  Kidney  beans  again:  (Repeat). 

Wash  the  beans  well,  cover  with  water,  and  soak  overnight.     In  the  morning 
cook  them  in  salted  water  until  tender  but  not  broken.     Brown  the  pork  with  the 
onion  in  an  iron  skillet,  add  the  beans  and  tomato  juice.    Heat  to  the  boiling 
point  and  pour  into  a  shallow  baking  dish.     Cook  in  the  oven  until  the  tomato 
has  thickened.     Serve  from  the  dish  in  which  cooked. 

Recipes  for  Steamed  Brown  Bread  and  Pineapple  Custard  are  in  the  Radio 
Cookbook,  on  pages  50  and  56,  respectively. 

To  repeat  the  menu:     Scalloped  Kidney  Beans;  Steamed  Brown  Bread;  Raw 
Celery;  and  Pineapple  Custard. 
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